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THE ESSENTIALS OF
CONSCIOUS CAPITALISM

A framework to support business leaders while they
elevate humanity through good, ethical, and noble
business practices.




CAPITALISM WORKS. PERIOD.
ITS POWER TO POSITIVELY CHANGE LIVES IS UNPARALLELED.

CAPITALISM HAS HELPED LOWER THE CHILD MORTALITY RATE

s v A i P gt 2 By producing better access to medicine and standards of living, mortality rates for children under the
age of five declined by 49 percent from 1990 to 2013 (Source: World Health Organization)

CAPITALISM HAS MADE EDUCATION, ART AND CULTURE
AVAILABLE TO MORE PEOPLE THAN EVER

CAPITALISM HAS EXTENDED LIFE EXPECTANCY BY DECADES

P PP L E PP ISR P PSP PSP With access to new medical technologies and vaccines, life expectancy has increased by decades
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across the globe (Source: UN World Population)

CAPITALISM HAS ALLOWED THE PLANET TO SUSTAIN
7 BILLION PEOPLE

World Population Living on <$1.90/day

100%

CAPITALISM IS HELPING ERADICATE POVERTY
250,000 people are being lifted out of extreme poverty every day

At current rates, we can eliminate extreme poverty in 25 years

CAPITALISM HAS INCREASED LITERACY FROM 12% TO 86%
WORLDWIDE

Source: World Bank (2011 dollars)
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BUT MISUSE OF CAPITALISM’S POWER BY SOME HAS LED
TO NEGATIVE STEREOTYPES SUCH AS
GREED, MISCONDUCT AND EXCLUSION.

THIS INACCURATE WAY OF THINKING ABOUT BUSINESS
SEEMED DESTINED TO BE AN UNSHAKABLE NARRATIVE —
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THERE IS A
BETTER WAY TO
BE A CAPITALIST.

A way that will create a better world for
everyone.

A way forward for humankind to liberate the
heroic spirit of business and our collective
entrepreneurial creativity so we can be free to
solve the many daunting challenges we face.

Conscious Capitalism provides that path.
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FROM THE CONSCIOUS CAPITALIST CREDO

We believe that business is good because it creates value, it is ethical
because it is based on voluntary exchange, it is noble because it can
elevate our existence, and it is heroic because it lifts people out of
poverty and creates prosperity. Free enterprise capitalism is the most

powerful system for social cooperation and human progress ever
conceived. It is one of the most compelling ideas we humans have ever

had. But we can aspire to even more.
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WHAT DOES IT
MEAN TO BE A PURPOSE

.

CULTURE CONSCIOUS

CONSCIOUS
BUSINESS?

BUSINESS STAKEHOLDER

LEADERSHIP




Elevating humanity through business begins with knowing why your

T H E F o U R T E N E TS HIGHER company exists. Businesses should exist for reasons beyond just making
o F C o N S C I o U S RO a profit. We see profit as a necessary means to achieving your purpose-
CAP'TALISM not as an end in and of itself.

Critical to achieving your purpose is to value and create win-win-win

llalasndse o0 outcomes for all of your stakeholders including your employees,

customers, suppliers, investors, society, and the environment.

Conscious businesses cannot exist without conscious leaders. They are
R ECiOUs the stewards of the organization who keep the business focused on its
LFARSEE purpose. They reject a zero-sum, trade-off-oriented view of business and
seek creative, synergistic solutions for all stakeholders.

Cultures are as unique as the people who comprise them, but
O commonalities include trust, accountability, transparency, integrity,
loyalty, egalitarianism, fairness, personal growth, love and care.
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FINANCIAL
IMPLICATIONS OF
CONSCIOUS
CAPITALISM

In the 2013 book "Firms of Endearment”,
research showed that, over a 15 year
period, conscious businesses had out
performed S&P 500 companies by 14
times and outperformed Good to Great

Cumulative Performance

companies by & times.

International FoEs

Good to Great Companies
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WHAT
CONSCIOUS
CAPITALISM
IS NOT

It's not a call for businesses to sacrifice their profits or
growth for the sake of doing good.

It's not the idea that business is bad or business people need
to apologize for being in business.

It's not Corporate Social Responsibility, the idea that
business needs to make amends for what it has done in its
productive process.

It's not a checklist of things to do, that you have to provide
employees a certain salary or create a product that meets a
certain image.

It's not something just for big businesses.

It's not a reflection of any political stance.

It's not a marketing tool.
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